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Why is Strathmore’s Budget 2020 important to me? 
The Town of Strathmore delivers many of the services our residents and businesses rely on every day. 

Budget 2020 outlines how these services will be supported. Budget 2020 also states what capital 

projects are a priority for the Town. Capital projects include new facilities, road and utility work, new fire 

engines and vehicles, and more. Budget 2020 tells you how the Town of Strathmore is creating a higher 

quality of life in our community. 

How has the budget changed since last year? 
Strathmore’s Mayor and Council were elected on platforms that build the future for our community. 

Since being elected they’ve focused on balancing cost-cutting efficiencies with creating strong economic 

policies. In Budget 2020 your Mayor and Council are continuing to lead Strathmore in developing the 

highest quality of life – one that delivers services and amenities while keeping our Town’s taxes the 

most affordable in the region. 

Most contracted services have pre-set increases built into them. For example, our RCMP contract 

specifies an annual increase for cost of living increases for our officers and other expenses. In many 

cases these pre-set increases exceed the cost of living increase expected for Strathmore. 

Revenue has decreased in some areas because of the Provincial budget. Revenue from fines supports 

our protective services departments. The Government of Alberta has increased the amount of fine 

revenue it takes, leaving less to support our services. 

Increases in costs and decreases in some revenue sources are addressed by new levels of property taxes 

for residential and non-residential property owners. 

Budget 2020 will enable us to continue to build a sustainable and thriving community. 

Where do my taxes go? 
The largest single portion of property taxes goes directly to the Government of Alberta. One-third, or 

33% of the property taxes collected in Strathmore are sent to the Alberta government to help fund our 

province’s education system. Strathmore delivers exceptional value in Budget 2020 for all residents and 

businesses from every dollar of tax revenue collected. 

The remaining property tax revenues help to fund the Town’s operations. Our recreation centres, 

Strathmore Fire Department, recycling and waste collection, Town staff, and community support 

services are some notable examples.  

Paying for debt on borrowing for Town infrastructure is a very small part of our overall costs. These debt 

repayments account for less than 5% of our total expenses. 

Are services being reduced? 
Strathmore’s services and amenities deliver a high quality of life for our community and are key to 

attracting new residents and businesses. Citizen feedback highlighted the importance of protecting  
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these services, while ensuring long term financial stability. Strathmore’s Budget 2020 ensures our 

amenities and services continue to provide a high quality of life. 

Feedback is vital to continuing to develop the best programs, policies, and services possible. We’ve set 

up a Budget 2020 Feedback Channel for residents and businesses to provide your comments. 

How is Strathmore trying to manage its expenses? 
The Town’s Administration conducted a line-by-line review of 2019 expenses during the 2020 budget 

process. This review identified opportunities to defer spending, or to reduce budget areas. Staff training, 

marketing, maintenance, and other areas contributed over $700,000 in efficiencies for Budget 2020. 

How is the Town trying to attract new jobs and businesses? 
Strathmore’s affordable taxes, high quality of services, and proximity to major economic zones give 

businesses a boost. Budget 2020 delivers even more impact by waiving business license fees for the 

year.  

Strathmore has also developed new economic development tools to help attract businesses and make it 

easier to set up shop in our community. 

We’re also enhancing our quality of life. Economic policies and infrastructure are important drivers of 

new business growth. However, many businesses are also identifying a high quality of life as a key piece 

of their decision. 

By identifying the right business policies, investing in economic development, and focusing on our 

enviable quality of life we’re working to attract new growth to Strathmore’s business community. 

What effect does the Provincial budget have on Strathmore’s Budget 2020? 
The Government of Alberta’s cuts are resulting in higher taxes and more demand on municipal services. 

The Provincial budget reduced grants and funding to the Town of Strathmore. It offloaded service costs, 

increased Provincial revenue grabs, eliminated programs and reduced funding for many important social 

programs. Strathmore’s Council and Administration worked together to minimize the impact of these 

Provincial cuts on our residents and businesses in Budget 2020. Continued Provincial cuts threaten the 

quality of life and prosperity of our community. 

How does Strathmore’s budget compare to other towns? 
Strathmore’s Budget 2020 maintains our community’s tax affordability while delivering the services and 

amenities that contribute to our quality of life. An increase to the Town’s mill rate will address revenue 

shortfalls and offset additional expenses. Our legacy of tax responsibility will continue. Average 

household property taxes remain almost $1,500 lower in Strathmore than some neighboring 

communities.  
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What’s the difference between a capital budget and an operating budget? 
Property tax is used to fund The Town’s operating budget including essential services and programs – 
this includes annual amounts to the RCMP and other services that keep Strathmore safe. The capital 
budget is used to build major infrastructure, stimulate development and the economy, and is largely 
funded through government grants (such as the Provincial Municipal Sustainability Initiative, or MSI 
grant), and developer contributions – The new Municipal Building and similar projects are funded 
primarily from these non-property tax revenues. In most cases, capital cannot be used for operating 
costs. 

How are my Property Taxes Calculated?  
The Tax Rate Bylaw is passed each year in April. The tax rate is determined by the Town using the 
Budget total amount of tax required and the assessed property values with in the town.  If your property 
is within the annexed area of the town, the municipal mill rate is established by the County of 
Wheatland in accordance with the annexation order by the Province of Alberta.  

Where can I find more information on the Town of Strathmore’s Budget 2020? 
A dedicated page on the Town of Strathmore website hosts all the information about Budget 2020. This 

page will receive all updates and is a great place to learn more about our budget process. 

How can residents and businesses provide feedback on the Strathmore’s Budget 2020? 
The Town of Strathmore engaged hundreds of citizens through the 2019 Citizen Satisfaction Survey and 

the results of that feedback was used to help guide our budget process. Your valuable feedback ensures 

Budget 2020 reflects the needs and values of our community. Enhancing our quality of life, affirming our 

tax affordability, and charting a clear path to a strong future are the messages we hear from Strathmore, 

and they’re the actions we’re taking in Budget 2020. 

 


